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Maitland demanded if Knox did notrepenthaving
written such a letter which convoked the queen's
lieges, drawing from Knox the telling retort that
if he were guilty now he had often been guilty in
the past, since he had convoked the people on
other occasions. Maitland had himself been
closely associated with such convocations when
the Congregation was fighting for its life against
Mary of Guise, and could only murmur that times
had changed and there was now no need of
summons to the brethren. Knox disagreed, for
to him the danger was as great as ever it had been.
If convocations had been necessary before, as he
assumed they would admit, they were just as
necessary now that " the devil comes under the
cloak of justice, to do that which God would not
suffer him to do by strength." Mary was in-
dignant that Knox should be permitted to make
these points, and interrupted again. " Methinks
you trifle with him,35 she said. cc Who gave him
authority to make convocation of my lieges ? Is
not that treason ? " Ruthven tried to defend
Knox, but the queen silenced him with the
remark, " Hold your peace and let him make
answer for himself." Knox then proceeded to
explain that he had never convoked people except
by the orders of the Kirk, and that he defended
the right of the Kirk to convoke the Congregation
as it had done since the early days of the Reforma-
tion. "You shall not escape so/5 the queen